44                                   LECTURE  IT.
The Parsis sometimes divide the twenty-one Nasks into three classes : (1) the Gathic, (2) the Hadha-mathricj (3) the Law. The Gathic portion represents the higher spiritual knowledge and spiritual duty, the Law the lower worldly duty, and the Hadha-mathric what is between the two (DinkarcZ, VIII. 1. 5). In many cases, however, these subjects are mixed.
The Gathas are evidently the oldest fragments of the Avestic religion, when it consisted as yet in a simple belief in Ahuramazda as the Supreme Spirit, and in a denial of the Daevas, most of them known to us as worshipped by the poets of the Veda. If Zara-thushtra was the name of the founder or reformer of this ancient religion, these Gathas may be ascribed to him. As their language differs dialectically from that of the Achaemenian inscriptions, and as the Pehlevi interpreters, though conversant with the ordinary Avestic Ianguage3 found it difficult to interpret these Gathas, we are justified in supposing that the Gathic dialect may have been originally the dialect of Media, for it was from Media that the Magi 13 or the teachers and preachers of the religion of Ahuramazda, are said to have come 2. It has been pointed out that certain deities, well known in the Veda, and in later Avestic texts, are absent from the Gathas; for instance, Mithra and Homa; also Anahita aud the title of Ameshaspenta (Haug, 1 c. p. 259). Many abstract concepts, such as Asha, righteousness, Vohumano, good thought, have not yet assumed a-definite mythological personality in
1  Magi, the Magavas of the G-athas, the Magush in the cuneiform inscription, the Mog of later times, Haug, p. 169 n., possibly the rab mag of Jerem. xxxix. 3.
2  Darmesteter, S. B. JB., iy. p. xlvi, gives all the evidence for assigning the origin of Zoroaster's religion to Media.